86    FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

body of teachers. One of their organisations,
the Federation des amicales d'instituteurs, has
96,000 members.1 Another is the Ligue de ren-
seignement. This agency, though founded in the
last days of the Empire, attained no great de-
velopment until the Republic, It has federated
some 4,000 independent societies, with 600,000
members, the purpose of which is to advance and
defend, if need be, free popular republican edu-
cation. The more intense the attacks of the cler-
icals, the greater the sense of solidarity which
binds the teachers* They meet on the occasion
of the conferences pSdagogiques when they com-
pare experiences.2 There has been also insti-
tuted the National Pedagogic Congresses, in
which are discussed all the problems of educa-
tion by those who know its conditions and dif-
ficulties. French teachers, though poorly pre-
pared for this by the Empire, have learned to
conduct these meetings with ability, and gen-
erally with becoming dignity. Time will show
whether or no they will avoid an alliance with
socialism, which, in our opinion, would be bane-
ful. The organised educators of a country should
not formally or otherwise identify themselves
with any one party. The aspirations of some
of them to form trades-unions, and identify them-

1 Le Stick, April 19,1909.        a E,ambaud, Jules Ferry, p, 160.